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WHAT IS A NATIVE PLANT?

Native plants are those that have 
evolved in the places they live over 
thousands of years. Plants are 
ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 
were not introduced to a 
landscape by humans, and have 
been present since before 
colonization. Native plants have 
coevolved with animals where they 
live and are usually depended 
upon as a source for food and/or 
shelter. 



WHAT ARE SEEDS?

ωSeeds are living, breathing beings! The embryo 
is an immature plant with all of the parts of an 
adult plant!

ωSeeds are a result of plant sex and cross 
pollination, so are an important source of 
genetic diversity! 



WHY ARE NATIVE PLANTS & SEEDS IMPORTANT?

ωHealthy native plant communities are foundational for ecosystem function and 
diversity. 

ωPlants provide a myriad of ecosystem services including soil stabilization, food and 
habitat for animals, aquifer recharge, and resources that sustain human 
communities and economies.

ωNative plants are thought to be an important buffer against climate change by 
supporting ecosystem recovery after climate related impacts

ωCornerstone of ecological restoration!



SEEDS CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION

ωPreservation of plants/seeds within the habitat where they naturally occur (i.e. 
protected landscapes like National Parks, activities like grazing exclusion, etc.)

ωPreservation of plants/seeds outside of the habitat where they naturally occur 
(i.e. botanical gardens, seed banks, etc.)

ωA combination of preservation of plants in their natural habitats as well as at 
home in your garden!

Ecological Restoration- Activities that aim to return ecosystem function and 
health to a landscape that has been disturbed/thrown off balance



ECOTYPES

Source: Level I and Level III Ecoregions of North America maps from The United States Environmental Protection Agency 





WHERE?

Sky Islands or Madrean 
Archipelago Ecoregion: A 
binational biodiversity 
hotspot area







Native Plant Program

We promote biodiversity by 
providingaccess to restoration-quality 

native plant materials:

Å Native seed collection, processing, and 
storage

Å Native plant container production

Å Farmed native seed production

Å Restoration outplantings and seed-
based revegetation

Å Native plant education for 
communities in the borderlands 

Å Retail plants and seeds for home 
gardeners



WILD COLLECTION



SEED COLLECTION

Collecting 
Seeds



SEED COLLECTION

Identify your 
population!



SEED COLLECTION

Observe your 
plant!


